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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 2/06/01 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over De Hond 
(U.S. 6,002,853) in view of Towell (U.S. 6,647,41 1). 

a. As per claim 1, de Hond teaches an information search and display apparatus comprising: a 
pull type information interface for inputting pull type information and summaries of the pull type 
information from a pull type information distribution medium (Abstract; figure 3; column 11, 
lines 17-18, where a pull type interface is constituted by the act of the client making a search 
request, followed by the server returning search results. Summaries are a body of information 
reduced to its main points, and thus the virtual reality scene constitutes a summary); a summary 
storage means for storing said extracted summaries (figure 2; column 6, lines 39-45, where the 
database information, namely the summaries, is stored in the memory. This is also inherent by 
the nature of de Hond's invention); a search condition input means for inputting search 
conditions (Abstract; figure 3; column 4, line 45); a summary download means for downloading 
summaries of pull type information satisfying said search conditions through said pull type 
information interface, the summaries described in said predetermined common format (Abstract; 
figure 3; column 11, lines 17-19, where the pull type information interface is implied by the 
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client's search, and the downloading means is inherent throughout the invention due to the 
interaction between client and server); a summary search means for searching summaries 
satisfying said search conditions from the summaries already registered in said search conditions 
from the summaries already registered in said summary means (Abstract; figure 3; column 4, line 
45; where this fact is inherent throughout the invention); and a summary list display means for 
displaying a list of said searched summaries and the summaries satisfying said search conditions 
and downloaded from the pull type information distribution medium (the fact that de Hond's 
invention is a network database that utilizes user searches to return results through downloading 
information from a server renders the existence of a list and list display means inherent). 
However, de Hond does not explicitly teach a push type interface for the reception and extraction 
of summaries. Towell teaches a push type information interface for inputting push type 
information provided from a push type information distribution medium (Abstract; column 10, 
lines 13-16; where the speculative downloading implies the transmittal of push type information, 
and column 8, lines 56-59). Towell also teaches a summary extraction means for extracting 
summaries described in a predetermined common format from said respective inputted push type 
information (Abstract; column 11, lines 57-65; and column 12, lines 1-2; where the user f s 
viewing of the on-demand information from the push type transmission constitutes the extraction 
of summaries or information from a push type source). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include a push type interface for receiving 
information in addition to possessing a pull type interface as taught by Towell in the system of 
de Hond, because both de Hond and Towell are from the same field of endeavor of information 
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transmittal and download. The motivation for doing so is for the extension and diversification of 
de Hond ! s invention, where a new information type can be used. 

b. As per claim 2, de Hond teaches an information search and display apparatus according to 
claim 1, comprising: summary designation means for designating one of the summaries 
displayed on the list (column 8, lines 16-17, 22; where the user's ability "to select the number of 
'hits' the user wants to see", implies the existence of designation means for the summaries or 
"hits"); information download means for downloading information corresponding to said 
designated summary (figures 5-10; where the user's ability to select the different buttons 
corresponding to different information types constitutes a designated summary, and the act of 
returning the results through the server constitutes download means; and column 9, lines 7-13, 
where the use of hyperlinks implies communication with a server, i.e. downloading information); 
and display control means for displaying said downloaded information in a unique form 
corresponding to a format of the information, wherein if the information corresponding to said 
designated summary is the information already registered in said information storage means, said 
information download means downloads the registered information, and if the information 
corresponding to said designated summary is unregistered pull type information, said 
information download means downloads the unregistered pull type information from the pull 
type information distribution medium through said pull type information interface (column 10, 
lines 25-30; where information is contained in the database, which constitutes the information 
already registered in the information storage means. The discussion of the use of "virtual worlds 
hyperlinked via the World Wide Web", column 5, lines 37-38 constitute the use of unregistered 
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pull type information. The act of downloading is inherent. See also column 6, lines 29-30). 
However, de Hond does not explicitly teach information storage means for storing the push type 
information. Towell teaches information storage means for storing the push type information 
downloaded from said push type information distribution medium (column 10, lines 13-15; 
where the caching device is the storage means). The obviousness of including push type 
information has been discussed previously, and the inclusion of a storage means for the push 
type information is inherent. 

c. As per claim 3, de Hond, in view of Towell, discloses an information search and display 
apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the pull type information downloaded by said 
information download means is stored in said information storage means (To perform the 
required tasks of de Hond's invention, this storage measure must inherently exist, and has been 
previously discussed). 

d. As per claim 4, de Hond discloses an information search and display apparatus, but does not 
explicitly teach the use of broadcasting as a push type information distribution medium. Towell 
discloses the use of broadcasting as an information transmission medium (column S, line 22). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include 
the ability to include broadcasting as the push type information medium, the basis for which was 
discussed in part a. The motivation for doing so is inherent; broadcasting is an example of the 
transmittal of push type information, and would further extend de Hond's invention. 
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e. As per claim 5, de Hond, in view of To well, teaches an information search and display 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said pull type information distribution medium is at least 
one of an information providing service utilizing a public line, Internet, and a disk medium (de 
Hond: column 6, lines 39-45. The use of a public line is discussed in column 6, lines 56-57, 
where the use Wide Area Information Servers uses a public line. The Internet is further discussed 
in column 6, lines 62-66. This is all pull type information, because the client requests such 
information. Also see column 5, lines 29-30). 

f. As per claim 6, de Hond, in view of To well, teaches an information search and display 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein when accessing an information for which an operator is 
charged for download of said information or summaries, whether to admit or reject the download 
of the information is inquired in advance (Towell: column 4, line 35; column 6, lines 18-24; 
column 7, lines 40-42 column 8, lines 49-52; column 11, line 66 - column 12, line 2. The use of 
the authentication manager implies the existence of an inquiry to admit or reject the download of 
information. The user requests the fee-based information to be downloaded, and thus inherently, 
an inquiry of admission or rejection of information takes place). 

g. As per claim 7, de Hond, in view of Towell, teaches an information search and display 
apparatus according to claim 6, wherein if access to the charged information is rejected, 
information from a medium free of charge is set (This is inherent based on de Hond in view of 
Towell. If, for example, authentication fails, the device, in this case a television transmission, 
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would not stop working completely, but would instead broadcast other information free of 
charge.) 

h. As per claim 8, de Hond, in view of Towell, teaches an information search and display 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein in displaying said list of summaries, a list of only 
important parts of the respective summaries is displayed (figures 7-10, where the listing of 
important information is displayed by the use of various pictures of businesses to symbolize it. 
Further information can then be obtained by clicking on the pictures, as in figure 8). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed September 22, 2004 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues "de Hond and Towell do not disclose summaries described in a 
predetermined common format." 

a. Towell (U.S. 6,647,41 1) teaches the use of various formats in the invention (column 2, 
lines 37-47), which constitutes a common format to the summaries extracted from De Hond's 
(U.S. 6,002,853) invention. 

Applicant argues "the present invention [is] capable of handling information provided in 
various formats for display on a single viewer. Nothing in the cited prior art teaches or suggests 
such features." 
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a. The assertion that the present invention's capability to handle different information 
formats on a single viewer is irrelevant, as it is not a claimed limitation. Indeed, the extraction of 
summaries described in a predetermined common format from the push type information, and the 
extraction of summaries downloaded from the pull type information both constitute the same 
predetermined format. Further, no claim of a multi-purpose viewer is made. Therefore, the 
applicant's assertion is not taught in the claim limitations. 

Applicant argues "de Hond does not teach 'summaries' . . .The basic information is 
completely different from 'summaries' in the present invention." 

a. De Hond's invention discloses that the user inputs a search term, and the system 
returns a virtual reality scene, in the form of storefronts, which contains information about the 
item searched. In Figure 8, the information about the Chinese restaurant is displayed, including 
business hours, phone number, etc. See also column 8, lines 52-62). These elements constitute a 
summary, which basically enumerates the operation of the Chinese restaurant in this case. 

b. Applicant's figure 6, which constitutes a summary, is similar in appearance to de 
Hond' s figure 8, in that they both describe the operation of a restaurant, including business 
hours, phone number, etc. Therefore the applicant's assertion that the de Hond's summaries are 
different from the summaries of the present invention is fallacious. 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanim Hossain whose telephone number is 571/272-3881. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached at 571/272-6159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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